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The  prosperity  and  general  welfare  of  the  Bergen  consular  dis- 
trict is  so  closely  related  to  foreign  commerce  and  shipping  that 
whatever  affects  these  will  have  important  bearing  on  practically 
every  industry  within  the  district.  The  European  war  has  seri- 
ously interfered,  and  in  some  instances  stopped,  imports  of  raw  ma- 
terials needed  for  manufacturing,  closed  the  avenues  of  commerce 
to  many  of  its  products,  and  diverted  shipping  from  its  regular 
channels  and  rendered  it  unsafe  at  the  very  entrance  of  its  harbors. 

■Unemployment — Shortage  of  Wool  for  Industries. 

The  most  important  problems  that  confront  the  community  at 
present  are  those  of  employment  for  labor  and  the  high  cost  of  liv- 
ing. Industrial  concerns  that  were  wont  to  give  employment  to 
labor  within  their  respective  districts  have  been  compelled  to  close 
down  indefinitely,  and  others  have  been  operated  at  a  loss,  hoping 
that  conditions  would  improve. 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  labor  found  steady  employ- 
ment at  higher  wages  than  ever  paid  in  this  community,  but  the  de- 
pression that  came  after  the  opening  of  the  war  changed  conditions, 
and  from  present  indications  it  appears  that  industrial  revival  is 
not  in  sight. 

The  embargo  on  certain  raw  materials  by  the  belligerent  nations 
has  seriously  handicapped  manufacturing  concerns  that  were  de- 
pendent on  those  countries  for  supplies.  The  inability  to  import  raw 
wool  placed  the  textile  factories  in  a  serious  position,  as  the  native 
wool  is  rather  coarse  and  used  only  for  coarse,  heavy  cloths,  and  then, 
too,  the  suppl};-  of  such  wool  is  far  short  of  the  demand.  The  result 
of  such  shortage  is  that  the  native  wool  advanced  in  price,  so  that 
unwashed  wool  was  selling  at  the  end  of  February,  1915,  at  2.40 
crowns  per  kilo  ($0,291  per  pound),  whereas  the  price  for  washed 
wool  was  considered  pretty  fair  a  year  ago  at  1.60  crowns  per  kilo 
($0,195  per  pound).  Factories  that  were  wholly  dependent  upon  the 
import  of  wool  and  yarn  have  been  forced  to  shut  down  and  dis- 
charge their  workmen.  The  textile  industry  not  only  suffered  on 
account  of  the  stoppage  of  imports  from  other  lands,  but  large 
quantities  of  Norwegian  wool  had  already  been  sold  and  exported 
before  the  Government  forbid  further  export. 
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Supply  and  Prices  of  Grain. 

The  supply  of  grain  on  hand  in  the  early  part  of  1914  was  not 
large,  but  prices  were  normal,  rye  selling  at  10.80  crowns  per  100 
kilos  ($1.31  per  100  pounds)  and  barley  at  11.25  crowns  ($1.37  per 
100  pounds).  The  early  crop  prospects  gave  every  indication  of  a 
fair  yield,  hence  there  was  no  inducement  to  increase  the  supply  by 
importing  more  than  necessary  for  immediate  needs.  When  war 
broke  out  imports  of  grain  from  Germany  and  Russia  ceased,  and 
suddenly  there  was  a  great  demand  for  grain  without  the  least  atten- 
tion to  crop  prospects  or  the  visible  supply.  A  few  shipments  that 
were  on  the  way  here  when  war  broke  out  arrived  after  long  delays, 
but  the  majority  of  cargoes  were  either  detained  at  ports  of  embarka- 
tion or  interned  at  ports  in  belligerent  countries. 

The  only  available  sources  of  supply,  therefore,  were  the  United 
States  and  Argentina,  but  the  prices  of  grain  had  already  reached  a 
high  figure  in  the  United  States  and  wheat  was  quoted  at  $1.10  per 
bushel  f.  o.  b.  American  ports,  to  which  freight  and  duty  had  to 
be  added  here.  With  the  United  States  practically  the  onl}^  source  of 
supply  for  grain  and  provisions,  new  conditions  had  to  be  met  in 
regard  to  terms  and  freight.  Quotations  from  Black  Sea  and  other 
European  ports  have  always  been  c.  i.  f.  Bergen,  whereas  from  the 
United  States  they  are  f.  o.  b.  American  ports  and  cash  on  deliver}^, 
compelling  the  importer  to  charter  the  vessel,  and  being  dependent  on 
neutral  vessels  only  with  a  limited  tonnage,  freight  rates  were  in- 
creased in  such  rapid  succession  that  though  grain  prices  advanced 
rapidly  they  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  advance  in  ocean  freight  rates. 

At  the  close  of  1914  barley  sold  in  this  market  at  20  crowns  per  100 
kilos  ($2.43  per  100  pounds)  and  rye  at  24  crowns  ($2.92  per  100 
pounds^.  Corn  was  noted  at  17  crowns  per  100  kilos  ($2.07  per  100 
pounds)  in  December,  which  is  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  the 
Argentine  corn  market  was  also  available. 
Prices  of  Provisions. 

The  effect  of  the  present  high  cost  of  living  is  all  the  more  notice- 
able in  this  district  for  the  reason  that  the  import  of  food  and  pro- 
visions is  relatively  larger.  Coffee,  fresh  and  dried  fruits,  flour, 
grain,  rice,  sugar,  and  sirups  are  the  principal  imports  in  provisions 
and  on  which  the  advance  in  price  is  greatest.  Sugar  has  advanced 
2  cents  per  pound  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  which  advance  was 
rather  less  than  expected,  while  flour  and  sirups  have  advanced  more 
than  100  per  cent,  which  is  a  greater  advance  than  conditions  would 
seem  to  justify.  Fresh  and  salt  fish  and  meats  were  less  affected  by 
the  general  advance  than  other  commodities  at  first,  but  a  steady 
advance  has  increased  the  cost  of  these  so  that  prices  at  the  close  of 
February,  1915,  were  easily  33  per  cent  above  those  in  June,  1914. 

The  increase  in  the  prices  of  certain  commodities  follow : 


Articles. 


June, 
1914. 

Nov., 
1814. 

Feb., 
1915. 

SO. 21 9 
.225 
.04 
.47 

2.91 

€0.264 
.35 
.053 
.55 

4.37 

SO. 316 
.386 
.0536 
.944 

5.225 

Articles. 


June, 
1914. 


Nov., 
1914. 


Feb., 
1915. 


Butter  ...pounds.. 

Eggs dozen.. 

Milk quart.. 

Potatoes  ..bushel.. 
Flour,  -wheat,  hun- 
dredweight   


Bread loaf. 

Sugar,       hundred- 
weight   

Ham pound. 


SO.  08 


JO.  12 


8.51 
.20 


80.139 


7.90 
.29 
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The  War  and  Its  Effects — Need  of  Banking  Facilities  with  United  States. 

Being  adjacent  to  the  war  zone,  the  war  has  seriously  interfered 
with  shipping  and  commerce,  causing  a  heavy  loss  to  trade,  which 
neither  the  enormous  earnings  from  shipping  nor  increase  in  the 
price  of  products  exported  can  overcome. 

Various  arr^ingements  and  provisions  were  resorted  to  during  the 
first  weeks  of  the  war,  such  as  moratoriums,  establishing  maximum 
prices,  and  creating  provision  commissions,  which  in  various  ways 
hampered  ordinary  business  transactions,  and  the  general  view  of 
such  measures  seems  to  be  that  the  moratorium  was  timely  and  neces- 
sary, but  that  the  establishing  of  maximum  prices  and  the  operations 
of  the  provision  commission  failed  to  safeguard  the  community 
against  jobbing  and  make  adequate  provision  for  the  import  of  food. 
The  sentiment  seemed  to  lean  to  the  opinion  that  such  matters  could 
best  be  served  through  commercial  channels  and  by  persons  having  a 
Imowledge  of  foreign  market  conditions. 

The  large  falling  off  in  exports  and  the  heavy  increase  in  imports, 
particularly  flour  and  grain  from  the  United  States,  reversed  the 
balance  of  trade  and  bank  credits  and  the  dollar  went  as  high  as 
4.08  crowns  and  has  remained  above  4  crowns  ever  since.  The  need 
of  adequate  banking  facilities  with  the  United  States  has  been  accen- 
tuated through  conditions  growing  out  of  the  war,  and  the  extension 
to  this  country  of  a  branch  office  could  hardly  be  made  under  more 
favorable  conditions.  The  financing  of  import  and  export  business 
will  naturally  be  the  most  important  function,  but  the  usefulness  of 
such  an  institution  in  other  directions  can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 
Being  on  foreign  territory,  it  will  have  perfect  knowledge  of  local 
conditions  and  will  be  able  to  furnish  American  exporters  the  infor- 
mation needed  for  the  purpose  of  extending  credits  to  foreign  buyers. 
Demand  for  Tonnage  and  the  High  Freight  Kates, 

The  fact  that  Bergen  has  the  largest  merchant  fleet  in  Norway  is 
of  more  than  ordinary  importance  at  present.  The  stagnation  in 
other  industries  is  counterbalanced  by  the  enormous  earnings  that 
shipping  interests  now  produce,  and  no  industry  in  this  district  so 
vitally  affects  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people  as  shipping. 

The  demand  for  tonnage  is  unlimited  and  rates  not  thought  of  a 
few  months  ago  are  demanded  and  received  in  the  unprecedented 
scramble  for  ships.  The  demand  for  tonnage  from  the  La  Plata 
district  in  South  America  and  from  the  United  States,  as  well  as  for 
coal  export  from  Great  Britain,  is  so  great  that  all  available  vessels 
are  snapped  up  regardless  of  rates.  Although  the  present  time  is 
fraught  with  perils  to  neutral  shipping  and  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant ports  are  practically  closed  to  navigation,  the  net  results 
show  that  it  has  been  a  boom  year  for  tramp  tonnage. 

Coast  and  oversea  routes  out  of  this  port  liaAe  also  shared  in  the 
general  prosperity,  and  the  temporary  loss  of  passenger  and  tourist 
traffic  is  more  than  made  up  by  the  increased  freight  traffic.  The 
Norwegian-Amerikalinie  has  purchased  three  additional  vessels  and 
has  been  compelled  to  charter  a  dozen  more  in  order  to  handle  the 
steadily  growing  freight  traffic  from  the  United  States.  The  growing 
importance  of  the  Norwegian-American  Line  as  a  connecting  link 
between  the  L^nited  States,  Kussia,  and  the  Far  East,  frequently 
suggested  in  dispatclies  emanating  from  this  office,  now  seem  to  be 
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in  a  fair  way  of  being  realized.  The  Norwegian  postal  authorities 
report  that  large  quantities  of  mail  are  now  being  transported  over 
the  Bergen-Christiania  Kailway  for  Finland,  Russia,  and  the  East, 
and  the  authorities  are  taking  steps  to  make  permanent  the  tem- 
porary daily  steamship  service  between  Bergen  and  Newcastle.  In- 
quiries have  also  been  received  at  this  consulate  from  importers  at 
Petrograd  relative  to  facilities  at  Bergen  for  handling  and  forward- 
ing freight  from  the  United  States  destined  for  Russia. 

The  increasing  demand  for  tonnage  has  given  local  shipyards  more 
work  than  they  ordinarily  could  perform,  and  now  that  certain 
material  that  enters  into  shipbuilding  is  difficult  to  obtain  it  is  im- 
possible to  meet  such  demand  and  will  require  a  year  at  least  to 
complete  existing  contracts. 
Norwegian-American  Line  Great  Aid  to  Commerce. 

The  establishing  of  the  Norwegian- American  Line  between  this 
port  and  New  York  has  been  a  great  aid  in  the  promotion  of  com- 
merce between  the  two  countries,  and  the  financial  success  of  the 
enterprise  has  far  exceeded  the  most  liberal  estimate  of  its  promoters. 
The  line  now  has  two  first-class  passenger  steamers  in  operation  and 
a  third  is  almost  ready  to  be  launched,  and  it  also  owns  and  operates 
three  large  freight  steamers  and  has  chartered  a  dozen  more  in  order 
to  handle  the  steadily  increasing  freight  traffic  from  the  United 
States.  At  present  the  line  is  handling  considerable  quantities  of 
mail  and  freight  in  transit  between  the  United  States,  Russia,  and 
the  Far  East,  and  this  office  is  in  frequent  receipt  of  inquiries  from 
commercial  interests  at  Petrograd  relative  to  facilities  at  Bergen  for 
transfering  freight  from  the  Norwegian- American  Line  to  the  moun- 
tain railway  in  transit  from  the  United  States  to  Russia.  With  a 
view  of  meeting  the  demand  for  better  dock  facilities  and  in  aid  of 
commercial  expansion  that  has  already  taken  place,  the  city  is  now 
constructing  harbor  docks  that  will  give  the  Norwegian- American 
Line  needed  space  and  up-to-date  loading  and  discharging  facilities. 
Exports  to  ITnited  States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at  Bergen  for 
the  United  States  during  1914  showed  a  gain  of  $528,428  over  1913, 
the  principal  increases  being  as  follows :  Canned  fish,  $52,275 ;  mack- 
erel, $165,864;  sardines,  $120,472;  fur  skins,  $62,345;  and  hides  and 
skins,  $103,081. 

The  large  increase  shown  in  the  export  of  mackerel  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  catch  in  1913  was  small,  about  39,000  barrels,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  portion  thereof  was  held  over  and  sold 
in  the  1914  market.  The  sardine  export  appears  large  only  when 
it  is  compared  with  that  of  1913,  in  which  year  the  sardine  catch 
came  near  being  a  failure,  which  caused  a  decline  in  the  exports  for 
that  year. 

Furs  and  fur  skins  are  comparatively  new  articles  of  export  from 
this  district  to  the  United  States,  and  were  formerly  exported  to 
Germany  almost  exclusively,  as  were  also  hides  and  skins,  for  re- 
export to  the  United  States;  since  the  war  all  such  shipments  have 
been  made  direct  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  and  their  value  invoiced 
at  the  consulate  at  Bergen  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two 
years ; 
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Articles. 


Alumintira 

Berries 

Cheese 

Chocolate  and  cacao . 
Fish: 

Anchovies 

Canned  

Cod 

Dried 

ITerring 

Mackerel 

Eoo 

Salted 

Sardines  

Sprats 

rerrochromes 

Furs,  fur  skins 

Game 


1913 


S14, 
26, 


3, 

44, 

14, 

261, 

197, 

154, 


1914 


$33, 
17, 


06 

17 

206 

154 

330 


1, 
376, 


63, 187 
217 


•Articles. 


Guano 

Hides  and  skins 

Household  goods 

Jewelry 

Juice,  berry 

Lily  of  the  Valley  pips. 

Meat,  canned 

Oil: 

Cod-Liver 

Lubricating 

Paints 

Potatoes 

Wine 

Wood  flour 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


$225,100 
965 
125 


123,263 

2,212 

2,213 

150 


3,458 


1,332,632 


310,676 
358. 181, 
310 


177 
27,355 
1,572 

71,615 

2,148 

571 


140 

16,404 
9,255 


1,861,060 


Large  Catch  of  Cod. 

The  cod  fisheries  were  uniformly  good  at  the  different  fishing  sta- 
tions during  last  year,  and  of  recent  years  it  stands  next  to  1912, 
which  was  a  record  year.  The  general  average  has  an  upward  tend- 
ency from  year  to  year,  which  is  most  probably  due  to  the  improved 
methods  of  to-day  as  compared  with  former  years — better  fishing  out- 
fits, motor  boats  instead  of  row  and  sail  boats,  and  a  fleet  of  fishing 
steamers  always  conveniently  by  to  assist  in  the  work  of  transporta- 
tion and  rescue.  In  former  years  the  catch  of  cod  did  not  exceed 
40,000,000  per  year,  while  now  the  average  "will  hardly  fall  below 
80,000,000,  and  may  exceed  100,000,000,  as  it  did  in  1912. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  catch  of  cod  and  quantities  of 
roe  and  cod-liver  oil  produced  during  the  last  five  years : 


Year. 

Cod. 

Roe. 

Oil. 

1910            

Number. 
55,700,000 
64,400,000 
99,200,000 
76,000,000 
81,500,000 

Barrels. 
41,100 
38,400 
52,300 
32,600 
60,480 

Barrels. 

58,828 

1911 

50, 040 

1912          

110,221 

1913  

61,509 

1914 

69,576 

Prices  of  Cod-Liver  Oil. 

The  cod-liver  oil  market  showed  remarkable  strength  at  the  very 
beginning  of  1914,  starting  at  TO  crowns  ($18.76)  per  barrel  for 
steam-refined  nonfreezing  cod-liver  oil,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a 
new  fishing  season  was  close  at  hand,  and  that  a  large  surplus, 
estimated  at  no  less  than  50,000  barrels,  had  been  carried  over  from 
the  previous  year,  a  surplus  which  was  large  enough  of  itself  to 
supply  the  market  for  the  ensuing  j^ear. 

When  it  became  apparent  that  the  new  crop  of  liver  contained  20 
per  cent  more  fat  than  the  previous  year  prices  went  down  to  57 
crowns  ($15.27)  per  barrel  for  steam  refined  oil  in  February  and 
continued  to  decline  until  they  touched  53  crowns  ($14.20)  in  April. 
The  fisheries  in  Finmarken,  however,  had  produced  a  much  smaller 
3'ield  than  had  been  estimated,  and  this  was  sufficient  to  cause  a  turn 
in  the  market  and  prices  again  advanced  to  GO  crowns  ($16.08)  per 
barrel,  where  they  remained  until  the  opening  of  the  war.  With  the 
opening  of  the  war  the  demand  for   oil   for  industrial  purposes 
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caused  a  sharp  advance  in  prices  for  all  grades,  brown  oil  advancing 
by  125  per  cent,  and  a  general  advance  of  20  crowns   ($5.36)   per 
barrel  on  refined  oils.    The  total  export  of  cod-liver  oil  from  Bergen 
in  1914  was  61,G00  barrels  against  42,000  in  1913. 
Fisli-CaTining  Industry. 

The  fish-canning  industry  had  a  busy,  though  probably  not  a 
profitable,  year.  Unlike  1913,  the  supjoly  of  fish  was  fairly  good  and 
the  quality  satisfactory^  The  declared  export  of  sardines  to  the 
United  States  in  1914  amounted  to  $376,203  against  $255,631  in  1913, 
a  gain  of  $120,000  on  this  article  alone. 

The  factories  have  experienced  great  diffictilties  in  obtaining  the 
necessary  material  which  is  imported  from  foreign  countries,  such  as 
tinplate,  olive  oil,  rubber  for  sealing  cans,  tomato  puree,  etc.  The 
great  advance  in  the  price  of  such  material,  the  enormous  increase 
in  freight  rates  and  insurance  premiums,  and  the  high  rate  of  foreign 
exchange  have  increased  the  cost  of  production  to  such  an  extent  that 
few  are  able  to  show  any  earnings,  while  many  were  operated  at  a  loss. 
"Water  Power  and  Electricity — Electric  Mountain  Railway. 

For  industrial  purposes  the  district  of  Bergen  is  splendidiy 
equipped  by  nature,  having  great  abundance  of  water  power  which 
will  sooner  or  later  be  utilized,  both  for  industrial  purposes  and  for 
private  use.  The  State  made  tmiel}^  appropriation  of  ample  water 
power  for  eventual  electric  motive  power  for  its  railways,  and  for- 
eign capital  is  eagerly  seeking  water-power  concessions  for  industrial 
purposes.  The  largest  carbide  factories  in  the  world  are  located  at 
Odcla,  this  district,  Avhich  derive  their  power  from  Tyssefaldene, 
Hardanger.  Numerous  projects  are  being  develoiTed  in  different 
localities  throughout  the  district,  and  people  are  beginning  to  utilize 
electricity  for  light,  power,  and  heat,  for  industrial  and  agricultural 
purposes,  in  the  workshop,  and  upon  the  farm. 

Ground  was  recentlj^  broken  and  the  tunnel  veork  begun  on  the  pro- 
jected electric  mountain  railway  from  the  city  of  Bergen  to" the 
summit  of  Mount  Floien,  the  construction  of  which  is  estimated  to  cost 
600,000  crowns  ($160,000),  and  bids  for  its  construction  and  equip- 
ment were  issued  in  January,  1915. 

Building  of  Tunnel  Through  Mount  Floien. 

¥7ork  has  also  been  started  on  a  2-mile  tunnel  through  Mount  Floien 
at  Bergen,  wliicli  is  to  connect  the  new  railway  terminal  station  with 
the  harbor.  The  completion  of  this  tunnel  Avill  greatly  facilitate 
the  handling  and  expedition  of  through  passengers  and  freight  by 
placing  trains  alongside  the  steamers,  making  it  possible  for  passen- 
gers to  change  from  steamer  cabin  to  railway  sleeper,  or  vice  versa, 
without  inconvenience  or  loss  of  time.  The  growing  importance  of 
the  new  Norwegian-American  line  and  the  rapidly  increasing  traffic 
with  the  United  States  were  duly  taken  into  account,  and  these  condi- 
tions hastened  such  construction  by  several  years. 
Scarcity  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

_  The  scarcity  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  city  of  Bergen  has  con- 
tinued throughout  the  last  tlu'ee  years  without  abatement  and  has 
caused  the  authorities  a  great  amount  of  trouble.  House  rents  have 
been  high,  although  the  accommodations  are  not  always  first  class, 
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and  the  result  is  that  a  number  of  people  have  been  compelled  to 
moA-e  out  of  the  city  for  want  of  proper  accommodations.  Many  of 
these  people  who  possess  means  have  built  their  own  villas  in  the 
suburbs  outside  the  city  limits,  which  increases  the  per  cent  of  taxa- 
tion in  the  city  on  account  of  the  withdrawal  of  taxable  property. 

The  matter  has  been  much  discussed  and  the  general  sentiment 
seems  to  be  that  the  city  should  do  something  to  relieve  the 
situation. 

A  modest  start  in  the  house-building  plan  w^as  made  by  the  city 
a  year  ago  when  it  constructed  what  is  known  as  the  Eothaugen 
flats,  but  tliese  were  too  few  to  give  any  perceptible  relief  and  the 
.  condition  of  the  city's  finances  did  not  permit  a  continuance  of  such 
policy.  A  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter  laid  its 
report  before  the  city  council  in  November,  1914,  the  principal  fea- 
ture of  which  was  the  recommendation  of  a  municipal  guaranty  to 
the  amount  of  2,000,000  crowns  ($536,000),  from  which  loans  were 
obtainable  for  the  construction  of  one,  two,  and  three  room  dwellings, 
said  loans  to  be  made  only  to  building  corporations  whose  earnings 
from  such  dwellings  were  to  be  subject  to  municipal  regulation  and 
to  individuals  erecting  dwellings  for  rent,  the  guaranty  for  the  first 
mentioned  to  be  90  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  and  for  the  latter  85  per 
cent.  There  was  no  opposition  by  the  council  to  the  guaranty  plan, 
but  the  majority  were  of  the  opinion  that  a  90  per  cent  guaranty 
entailed  too  great  a  risk  for  the  city,  and  also  that  such  guaranty 
should  not  be  extended  to  private  parties.  The  plan  that  was  finally 
agreed  upon  and  adopted  limits  the  guaranty  to  85  per  cent  and  is 
available  for  corporations  or  individuals  alike  when  buildings  are 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  renting. 

The  City  Budget.  ' 

The  budget  for  the  city  of  Bergen  for  the  fiscal  year  1914—15,  as 
passed  by  the  city  council  June  26,  1914,  carried  an  appropriation 
of  7,913,000  crowns  ($2,109,684),  and  the  rate  of  taxation  on  incomes 
is  11.1  per  cent.  The  following  table  gives  the  amount  appropriated 
for  each  department : 


Department. 

Amount. 

Department. 

Amount. 

Department. 

Amount. 

Central  administra- 
tion   

$110,062 

162, 885 

146,169 

290,824 

£0,990 

Maintenance    m  u  - 
nicipal  property.. 
Public  cemeteries... 
Public  instruction.. 
Promotion  arts  and 

$72,110 
52,072 
348,080 

19,813 

Relief  of  poor 

Municipal  debt,  re- 
duction and  inter- 
est   

■    $359,578 

Justice  and  police. . . 

4.56,052 

Miscellaneous  items. 

32, 957 

There  was  an  increase  of  $34,941  over  the  appropriations  for  the 
previous  year  for  the  Department  of  Streets  and  Sewers.  This  item 
provides  for  street  paving  and  sidewalks,  extension  of  sewers,  and 
public  playgrounds  for  children.  It  is  provided  that  hereafter  all 
sidewalks  shall  be  constructed  from  stone  slabs. 

One  of  the  four  largest  items  in  the  budget  is  that  for  sanitation, 
and  this  includes  the  Board  of  Health,  lazarettos,  hospitals,  asylums 
for  the  insane,  meat  inspection,  renovations,  public  baths,  etc. 

The  gas  works,  electric-light  plant,  water  works,  and  public  mar- 
ket are  administered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  Aside 
from  the  taxes  these  are  the  chief  sources  of  revenue  and  determine 
the  rate  of  tax  levy. 
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Operation  of  Sick-Insurance  Bureau. 

The  Sick-Insurance  Bureau  has,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  also 
proved  a  revenue  producer,  the  report  for  the  calendar  year  1914: 
showing  a  surplus  of  74,429  crowns  ($19,947). 

According  to  the  annual  report  for  1914  the  number  of  insured  in 
this  city  was  16,661,  an  increase  of  224  over  1913.  The  number  of 
deaths  during  the  year  was  110,  out  of  which  the  bureau  paid  funeral 
expenses  for  86.  The  total  receipts  from  premiums  for  the  year 
amounted  to  431,689  crowns  ($115,692),  an  average  of  25.91  crowns 
($6.94)  per  member,  and  the  disbursements  made  by  the  bureau  per 
member  amount  to  20.61  crowns  ($5.52). 

STAVANGER. 

By  Consul  Theodore  JaccUcl. 

The  3'^ear  1914  left  industrial  and  commercial  conditions  in  the 
Stavanger  Amt  (district)  in  a  favorable  shape  on  the  whole.  The 
European  war  up  to  the  present  has  proved  a  benefit  rather  than  a 
calamity  to  the  greater  part  of  its  j^opulation. 

The  reasons  for  this  anomalous  situation  are  that  by  far  the  great- 
est industry  of  the  Amt  is  the  fish-canning  industry.  It  is  estimated 
that  fully  one-fourth  of  the  adu.lt  joopulation  of  Stavanger  and 
Haugesund,  the  largest  towns  in  the  Amt,  and  which  with  Kopervik 
are  the  centers  of  the  industry,  is  engaged  in  the  same.  The  v/ar  by 
creating  an  unusual  demand  for  fish  products  of  all  kinds  stimulated 
this  industry.  As  a  result  it  enjoyed  a  most  prosperous  year,  and 
this  prosperitj^  was  reflected  in  that  of  those  industries,  such  as  the 
tin-can,  box,  label,  can-key,  and  canning-machinery  industries  which 
are  closel}''  affiliated  with  and  dependent  upon  it,  and  which,  in  turn, 
employ  a  considerable  portion  of  the  rest  of  the  adult  population. 

In  spite  of  the  war  and  the  resulting  change  from  a  credit  to  cash 
basis,  Stavanger  did  not  suffer.  "While  money  was  tight  during  the 
first  few  weeks  after  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  the  situation  so 
abruptly  brought  about  soon  adjusted  itself.  The  money  market 
has  been  easy  and  business  men  experience  no  difficulty  in  securing 
loans  at  practically  normal  rates. 
Catch  of  Fish. 

The  catch  of  fresh  herring,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  sent  to 
the  London  and  Hamburg  markets,  was  unusually  large  during  the 
spring  of  1914.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  supply  was  greater  than 
the  demand,  many,  cargoes  brought  scarcely  enough  to  pay  their 
freightage.  The  prices  for  salt  herring,  low  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  rose  to  new  levels  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the 
packers  realized  large  profits,  even  on  the  poorest  quality  of  salfr 
herring.  In  March  of  the  present  year  salt  and  kippered  herring  was 
being  exported  to  Scotland  in  large  quantities,  an  almost  unprece- 
dented occurrence. 

The  catch  of  brisling  (sprats) ,  though  small,  was  somewhat  greater 
than  during  the  preceding  calendar  year.  That  of  small  herring, 
though  enormous,  was  hardly  large  enough  to  supply  the  needs  of 
the  packers ;  the  same  was  true  of  "  blanding  "  (mixed  brisling  and 
small  herring),  which  have  been  canned  in  large  quantities  as  sar- 
dines of  cheaper  grade  during  the  past  two  years. 
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Canning  Operations. 

The  following  table,  compiled  in  part  from  Fiskets  Gang,  the 
Norwegian  fishing  journal,  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  catch 
of  brisling,  small  herring,  and  blanding  canned  by  the  Stavanger 
packers  during  the  past  three  years: 


Kinds. 


1912 


1913 


Skjeppes.a 


Value. 


Skjeppes.a 


Value. 


Skjeppes.fi      Value 


Brisling  (sprats) 

Small  herfiug 

Blanding  (brisling  and  smaU  herring 
mixed) 

Total 


605, 705 
170,640 

29,720 


£420, 545 
62, 113 

11,251 


£05, 2S5 
302, 345 


5,115 


$236, 510 
185, 188 


244, OOO 
513, 550 

397, 850 


J251, 3S4 
4S0, 258 


&06,065 


493, 909 


421,698 


1, 156, 300 


731,642 


a  A  skjeppe  is  equal  to  21.13  quarts. 

The  average  price  per  skjeppe  (21.13  quarts),  exclusive  of  freight 
and  handling  charges,  paid  for  brisling  during  1914  was  about  $1  as 
compared  with  $1.14  and  $0.69  for  1913  and  1912,  respectively,  the 
scarcity  of  brisling  accounting  for  the  large  increase  in  price  during 
the  past  two  years.  Small  herring  and  blanding  also  are  bringing 
better  prices  in  spite  of  the  increased  catch,  owing  to  the  greater  de- 
mand for  them. 

Last  year  proved  a  most  successful  one  for  the  canneries.  The 
large  catch  of  small  herring  and  blanding  made  good  the  deficiency 
caused  by  the  small  brisling  catch.  Herring,  packed  in  tomato 
sauce,  found  a  ready  sale,  particularly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  v/ar. 
To  the  war  must,  in  large  measure,  be  ascribed  the  prosperity  of 
the  past  year.  The  great  demand  for  food  products  of  all  kinds 
following  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  stimulated  the  canning  indus- 
try, and  started  an  exceptionally  good  export  trade  immediately  after 
questions  concerning  the  closing  of  trade  routes,  war,  and  other 
risks  and  credits  had  been  satisfactorily  settled.  Fortunately  for 
the  canners,  the  supply  of  raw  materials  was  unusually  abundant ;  all 
fish  products  found  a  read}'^  market,  and  in  addition,  the  canners 
were  able  to  dispose  of  their  accumulated  stock  to  advantage. 

An  interesting  feature  was  the  shipment  of  a  considerable  quantity 
of  local  fish  products  to  France,  a  country  by  which  the  right  of 
Norwegian  packers  to  use  the  term  "  sardine "  has  been  contested. 
This  right  of  the  Norwegian  packers,  as  far  as  Great  Britain  is  con- 
cerned, has  been  upheld  by  the  British  courts.  It  is  believed  that  an 
appeal  will  be  taken  by  the  French  packers. 

Exports  of  Canned  Fish  Products. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  Fiskets  Gang,  shows  the  ex- 
perts of  all  canned  fish  products  from  Stavanger,  Haugesund,  and 
Kopervik,  the  three  principal  ports  of  the  Amt,  for  the  last  two  cal- 
endar years,  together  with  the  total  from  all  Norway. 


Port. 

1913 

1914 

Stavanger 

Pounds. 
43,901,050 
4,103,68-5 
3,221,496 

Pounds. 
57,979,137 

Haugesund 

3,861,640 

Kopervik 

3,593,534 

Total  from  Amt 

51,220.231 
64, 783, 4S8 

65.434,311 

Total  from  Norway 

76,279,930 

10 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  EEPOETS. 


The  share  of  Stavanger  Amt  in  the  total  exports  in  1914  was  86 
per  cent,  as  compared  with  79  per  cent  in  1913.  This  may  be  traced 
to  the  tendency  of  industries  to  centralize  in  the  places  best  fitted 
for  carrying  them  on,  a  tendency  which  has  counteracted  the  north- 
ward movement  of  brisling  and  herring,  with  the  assistance  of 
modern  methods  in  preserving  the  fish  on  the  fishing  boats  during 
their  transit  from  the  place  of  catch  to  the  canneries,  such  as  the 
use  of  refrigerators,  and  with  the  further  assistance  of  an  increased 
number  of  larger  boats  having  modern  installations. 

A  local  statistician  has  estimated  the  value  of  the  realty  and  ma- 
chinery employed  in  the  Stavanger  canning  industry  at  $1,634,800, 
of  which  amount  $1,286,400  represents  realty  alone.  The  realty  and 
machinery  devoted  to  the  allied  industries  would  bring  the  total  up 
to  much  larger  figures. 

Crop  Returns. 

The  dry,  cool  weather  during  the  first  part  of  last  summer  re- 
tarded the  growth  of  crops  to  some  extent.  The  potato  yield,  how- 
ever, was  235,000  bushels  greater  than  for  1913.  The  following 
table,  compiled  from  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  Director 
of  Agriculture,  Christiania,  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  crops  of  the  Amt  for  the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914 
and  a 'comparison  with  the  value  of  those  crops  for  all  Norway  in 
the  latter  vear: 


1913. 


Crop. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1914. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Value  for 
Norway. 


Hay tons 

Potatoes bushels 

Oats do . . 

Turnips do . . 

Barley do . . 

AU  other,  exclusive  of  straw do.. 

Total 


177,992 

1,049,787 

848,228 

1,179,824 

57,473 

3,001 


$2, 385, 100 

389, 200 

403,800 

58,150 

35.253 

2,250 


174,502 

1,883,974 

804,310 

1,112,655 

57, 427 

8,603 


S2, 338, 542 

444,317 

377.155 

56, 4S1 

35,256 

6,376 


539,364,004 
6,504,819 
3,779,032 
698,902 
1, 512, 122 
1,490,541 


3,273,753 


3,258,127 


53,349,420 


Fruit  and  vegetables  suffered  a  poor  year,  the  crops  falling  dis- 
tinctlj^  below  those  of  an  average  year.  Especially  was  this  true  of 
apples.  [See  report  "  Norwegian  Market  for  Apples,"  in  Daily  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  20,  1914.]  Wild  berries,  however, 
Avere  plentiful,  and  large  quantities  of  them,  especially  tyttebaer  (a 
sort  of  small  cranberrj^)  were  exported  to  neighboring  countries. 
Shipping  Trade  and  Increased  Freight  Rates. 

The  past  year  was  the  most  extraordinary  one  in  the  history  of 
Norwegian  shipping,  and  the  conditions  that  obtained  throughout 
Norway  in  general  were  reflected  in  the  Stavanger  Amt.  During  the 
first  half  of  the  year  the  condition  of  the  freight  market  was  dis- 
tinctly bad  and  rates  below  normal.  There  were  signs  of  improve- 
ment in  June.  When  war  broke  out  an  almost  total  stoppage  of  sea 
traffic  ensued,  which  continued  until  the  questions  incident  to  war 
risks  had  been  settled.  The  Norwegian  Government,  by  means  of  a 
corporation  organized  and  regulated  by  it,  guaranteed  maritime  war 
risks  and  fixed  a  maximum  premium  for  insurance.  By  September 
most  regular  lines  were  running  again.     Norwegian  vessels  soon 


profited  througli  the  internment  of  German  and  Austrian  vessels 
and  the  great  diminution  in  the  nmnber  of  British  and  French  vessels 
available  for  cargo,  owin^-  to  .the  requisitioning  of  a  large  number  of 
vessels  by  those  Governments.  Freight  rates  increased  by  50  to  lOQ 
per  cent  in  October,  and  although  the  large  number  of  articles 
placed  on  the  contraband  list  by  the  belligerents  cut  down  consid- 
erably the  volume  of  the  freight  to  be  carried,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
shipowners  increased  greatly,  owing  chiefly  to  the  necessity  for  war 
insurance  and  advances  in  the  price  of  coal  and  the  cost  of  working 
charges,  the  owners  of  Norwegian  bottoms  reaped  a  harvest.  Since 
October  freight  rates  have  risen  to  unprecedented  heights.  A  large 
contributing  cause  has  been  the  congestion  of  British  ports,  owing 
to  accumulatioai  of  tonnage  where  it  was  aiot  wanted  and  an  absence 
of  tonnage  where  it  was  needed,  and  to  the  shortage  ©f  labor  and 
lighters  necessary  to  discharge. 

The  local  representative  of  the  largest  Morwegiarn  Jmd  states  that 
freight  rates  from  Norway  to  the  United  States  liaA'^c  advanced  by 
from  200  to  300  per  cent;  yet  this  line  has  bought  and  chartered 
10  additional  ^^essels  for  the  American  trade,  and  b}''  March  1  its 
fleet  of  12  vessels  W:,as  in  a  position  to  carry  50,000  tons  cargo,  dead 
weight,  every  tlu'ee  weeks,  or  about  four  times  as  much  as  in  the 
preceding  year.  Xhe  great  shipments  of  goods  from  the  United 
State-s  to  Norway  still  eontinu-e.  During  January,  1915,  local  im- 
porters v/ere  informed  by  American  shippers  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  guarantee  sliipment  of  food  from  New  York  before  T'lay, 
owing  to  their  inability  to  secure  eaa'go  :Space  on  Norwegian  vessels. 
Activity  in  Shiptttilding— Vessels  Eegistered. 

The  boom  in  shipping  was  naturally  followed  by  a  similar  boom 
in  shipbuilding.  The  latter  industry,  while  bad  during  the  first 
half  of  last  year,  showed  marked  improvement  in  the  last  four 
montlis  of  the  year.  The  two  local  shipyards  are  ruimmg  at  full 
capacity,  employing  the  same  number  of  men  as  in  1913..  There  were 
seven  ships  under  construction  in  March  of  this  year  with  a  gross 
tonnage  of  4,600,  ,as  compared  with  90  vessels  of  102,120  tons  for  the 
"whole  of  Norway.  The  number  of  ships  completed  during  1914:  in 
Norway  was  67,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  54,108. 

According  to  the  Norske  V^eritas  Bureau,  the  total  number  of  ves- 
sels of  100  tons  and  over  registered  on  the  first  of  this  year  in 
Stavanger  and  Haugesund,  the  only  two  j^orts  in  the  Amt  of  any 
shipping  importance,  was  208,  having  a  tonnage  of  175,813,  as  com- 
pared with  219,  of  169,282  tons  registered  in  January,  1914.  The 
total  numher  of  vessels  registered  in  Norway  is  2,137,  with  a  tonnage 
of  2,490,136.  Stavanger  Amt's  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  of  100 
frons  or  over  amounts  to  only  7  per  cent  of  that  of  all  Norway. 

One  new  steamship  service  w^as  established  during  the  year,  namely, 
the  Norwegian  South  American  Line,  with  fortnightly  sailings  from 
west  coast  ports  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Santos,  and  Buenos  Aires.  Sta- 
vanger is  the  last  Norwegian  port  of  call  westward  and  the  first 
eastward- 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  induce  the  American  Exporters  Line 
vessels  to  call  at  Stavanger  on  their  westward  trips  from  Copen- 
hagen. There  has, been  much  complaint  locally  owing  to  the  in- 
frequency  of  American  sailings. 
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Electric  Power  Plants. 

On  June  30,  1914,  there  were  1,427  electrical  power  plants  with 
a  total  power  of  560,406  kilowatts  in  Norway.  The  number  of  elec- 
tric lights  in  use  was  1,674,786,  and  of  large  carbon  lights  3,965;  a 
total  of  61,096  kilowatts  were  used  for  lighting  purposes,  and  228,910 
kilowatts  for  electrochemical  use.  During  the  year  172  new  electrical 
power  plants  were  completed. 

The  inspector  of  electrical  works  for  the  third  district,  in  which 
is  included  Stavanger  Amt,  states  that  on  June  30,  1914,  there  were 
in  this  Amt  84  i^jants  with  a  total  power  of  11,958  kilowatts,  accumu- 
lator plants  wiih  394  kilowatt  power,  149,430  electric  lights  and  34 
carbon  lights  with,  together,  4,485  kilowatt  power;  2,208  motors  used 
9,831  horsepower,  and  140  kilowatts  were  used  in  electro-chemical  in- 
dustry, 420  kilowatts  in  iron  and  steel  smelting,  and  1,265  kilowatts 
for  other  purposes. 

One  of  the  leading  engineers  in  the  district  in  a  recent  lecture 
revealed  some  interesting  figures,  based  on  accurate  measurements 
recently  made.  He  reckoned  that  the  total  horsepower  in  this  Amt, 
develoj)ed  and  undeveloped,  approximated  730,000.  This  figure  did 
not  include  the  numerous  small  waterfalls  found  throughout  the 
Amt,  especially  in  the  northern  part.  Of  the  total,  300,000  horse- 
power is  found  south  and  the  rest  north  of  Lysefjord.  The  esti- 
mate of  330,000  horsepower  made  in  1907  has  thus  been  greatly 
amended,  the  new  estimate  being  based  partly  on  new  measurements 
of  the  largest  streams  and  j)artly  on  the  inclusion  of  new  streams. 
Of  this  power  the  State  owns  57,000  horsepower,  the  townships 
114,000  horsepower,  Stavanger  City  92,000  horsepower,  Haugesund 
15,000  horsepower,  Egersund  1,000  horsepower,  and  other  towns 
5,300  horsepower;  private  concerns  own  239,000  horsepower,  and 
the  rest  is  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  or  corporations.  ,  In 
their  undeveloped  condition  the  waterfalls  have  an  average  value 
of  15  crowns  ($4.02)  per  turbine  horsepower;  the  total  would  amount 
to  about  11,000,000  crowns  ($2,948,000).  Developed,  tlieir  value 
would  represent  about  110,000,000  crowns  ($29,480,000). 

According  to  the  latest  estimate,  the  whole  of  Norway  has  at 
least  6,000,000  horsepower  easy  to  develop.  Of  this,  750,000  horse- 
power was  already  developed  in  1913,  and  by  this  time  the  amount  is 
probably  850,000.  The  per  capita  horsepower  for  all  Norway  is  es- 
timated at  3  horsepower,  as  compared  with  the  per  capita  for 
Stavanger  Amt  of  5.3  horsepovv^er.  At  present  there  is  only  20,000 
horsepower  developed  in  this  Amt.  The  towns  provided  with  elec- 
trical power  X3lants  are  Moi,  Egersund,  Ogne,  Varhaug,  Naerbo, 
Sandnes,  Aalgaard,  Stavanger,  Sand,  Hjelmeland,  and  Hauge- 
sund. Further  development  is  hindered  by  the  sparseness  of  the 
population,  necessitating  extensive  wiring.  The  people  want  elec- 
tric light,  but  are  not  educated  to  the  uses  of  electric  power  for  other 
j)urposes,  and  lighting  alone  can  not  be  made  to  pay.  All  the  can- 
neries in  Stavanger  City  employ  electric  power. 

A  feature  of  the  Norwegian  law  is  the  provision  which  requires 
electrical  water-power  plants  to  give  5  per  cent  of  their  power  to  the 
State  and  5  per  cent  to  the  municipality. 
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Wool  Supplies  in  the  Local  Industry. 

The  local  woolen  mills  enjoyed  a  fairly  prosperous  year  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  British  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  wool 
at  first  threatened  to  close  the  Norwegian  mills.  To  meet  the  situ- 
ation the  woolen  manufacturers  sent  a  representative  to  South  Amer- 
ica, who  succeeded  in  arranging  for  periodical  shipments  of  wool 
direct  to  Norway  in  sufficient  quantities  to  keep  the  mills  supplied. 
The  first  shipment  of  1,763,697  pounds,  of  which  a  local  mill  received 
83,775  pounds,  arrived  by  the  Norwegian-South  America  Line  during 
the  first  week  in  February  last.  No  further  difficulty  in  obtaining 
wool  is  expected.  The  Norwegian  Government  likewise  has  placed  an 
embargo  on  the  export  of  wool  and  woolen  goods.  Aided  by  this 
consulate  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  wool,  particularly  combed 
wool,  from  the  United  States,  but  without  success,  owing  to  the  pro- 
hibitive freight  rates.  [See  re]3ort  "  Shortage  of  wool  in  Norway," 
in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Eeports  for  November  30,  1914] 

A  local  mill  with  500  employees  had  an  output  valued  at  about 
$400,000  in  1913. 

Decreased  Building  Operations. 

The  brick  manufacturers  suffered  from  the  depression  in  the 
building  trades,  and  the  output  of  their  plants  was  considerably 
less  than  in  1913.  Building  operations  had  been  overdone  during 
the  two  preceding  years,  speculation  in  real  estate  ensued,  and  a 
slump  in  values  resulted.  The  banks  refused  to  make  further  build- 
ing loans  and  the  building  trades  were  hard  hit.  The  number  of 
houses  for  the  building  of  which  licenses  were  given  in  1914  was 
104,  as  compared  with  193  in  1913  and  289  in  1912.  Prospects  for 
the  building  trades  for  the  current  year  are  not  bright. 
Construction  of  Wireless  Stations — New  Quay. 

Construction  at  the  wireless  stations  which  are  being  erected  for  the 
Norwegian  Government  at  Ullenhaug  and  Naerland,  was  practically 
suspended  during  the  fall  of  1914,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  se- 
curing the  necessary  apparatus  from  England,  which  country  had 
placed  an  embargo  on  the  export  of  such  apparatus  at  the  beginning 
of  the  w^ar.  During  the  latter  part  of  January  and  the  begimiing  of 
February  last,  however,  152  cases  of  apparatus  and  materials  arri^'ed 
from  England,  a  special  dispensation  from  the  embargo  having  been 
granted  by  the  British  Government.  Included  in  the  shipment  were 
the  receiving  apparatus  for  the  Naerland  station  and  the  principal 
machinery  both  for  it  and  for  the  Ullenhaug  station.  The  latter  is 
just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Stavanger.  The  installation  of  this 
machinery  has  practically  been  completed.  No  more  construction 
Avork  remains  to  be  done,  and  the  chief  engineer  states  that  the  plant 
can  be  finished  within  three  months  after  the  remaining  machinery 
and  apparatus  are  received. 

Construction  work  on  the  new  quay,  extending  along  the  western 
shore  of  the  main  harbor  of  Stavanger,  has  been  making  slow  prog- 
ress during  the  j^ast  year.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  completed 
during  1916.  When  finished  the  quay  will  extend  from  the  old 
customhouse  to  the  market  place,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  where  it 
will  be  united  with  the  old  quay,  a  distance  of  1,109  feet,  and  have  a 
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width  of  49  to  82  feet.  The  construction  will  be  of  solid  masonry 
throughout,  and  will  cost  approximately  $160,800.  The  depth  of  the 
water  at  the  quay  will  be  uniformly  30  feet. 

Labor  Conditions  and  Municipal  Employment  Bureau. 

Labor  conditions  were  on  the  whole  excellent,  except  in  the  build- 
ing trades,  and  for  most  branches  considerably  better  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  A  large  part  of  the  labor  employed  in  the  canneries 
is  female,  of  which  there  was  a  shortage,  especially  in  the  fall.  The 
Norges  offentlige  arbeiclsformidling  (the  municipal  employment 
bureau)  reports  that  there  were  only  80  women  applicants  for  every 
100  vacant  positions.  There  were  140  men  applicants  as  compared 
with  141  in  1913  and  110  in  1912  for  every  100  vacant  positions. 
During  the  year  there  were  8,763  applicants  for  positions  at  the 
bureau,  of  whom  5,734  secured  positions  through  its  agency. 

Population  and  Emigration. 

According  to  the  census  of  1910,  the  population  of  the  Amt  was 
137,586,  or  41.1  inhabitants  per  square  mile,  as  compared  with  a  total 
for  all  Norway  of  2,357,790,  or  19.7  inhabitants  per  square  mile. 
More  recent  figures  are  not  available  for  the  whole  Amt,  but  the 
present  population  of  the  city  of  Stavanger  is  estimated  at  40,500, 
an  increase  of  600  over  the  figures  for  1913. 

The  emigration  from  Stavanger  Amt  totaled  2,062  in  1914,  as  com- 
pared with  1,745  in  1913  and  1,498  in  1912.  In  these  figures  are  in- 
cluded persons  who  had  emigrated  in  previous  years  but  had  returned 
to  the  district.  Of  the  number  emigrating  for  the  first  time  there 
were  1,241,  of  Vxdiom  1,168  were  bound  for  the  United  States  and  81 
for  Canada.  From  the  city  of  Stavanger  alone  there  v>^ere  236  emi- 
grants. The  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  emigrants  from  the 
district  during  the  past  two  years  is  probably  due  to  increased  pat- 
ronage of  the  better  steamship  connections  with  the  United  States 
during  those  years  afforded  by  the  Norwegian-America  Line,  whose 
service  to  New  York  v\^as  inaugurated  in  June,  1913. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States, 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  Stavanger  consulate  for 
the  United  States  for  the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914  follows: 


Articles. 


Fish: 

Herring,  pickled  or  salted . 
Mackerel, pickledorsaltcd. 
Packed  in  oil,  etc.— 

Sardines 

Other,  in  tin  packages- 
Herring  

Mackerel 

Anciiovis 

Appetitsild 

Fish  balls 

Fish  pudding 

Gaflelbiter 

All  other 

Shellfish,     crab     meat, 
canned  


1913 


$118,220 
242,358 

989, 084 

233,587 
34, 824 
17,380 
10,310 
94,898 

4,465 
10, 856 

2,611 

2,398 


1914 


$45,184 
227, 492 

1,367,959 

298,000 

85,846 

28,352 

8,9£0 

81,679 

3,727 

8,178 

7,990 

5,259 


Articles. 


Fish — Continued. 

All  other 

Fertilizers,  fish 

Furs  and  lur  skins,  undressed. 
Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Meat  and  ineat  products — 

Canned  game 

Canned  meat 

Dairy  products,  cheese  . . . 
Wood  and  manufactures  of, 

clothespins 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


J2.163 
48, 414 
18,431 


2,003 
13,120 
2,449 

040 

5,306 


1,853,523 


1914 


$2,320 
120,239 


1,621 
9,955 
15, 950 

17,298 

7,000 


2,343,039 


Fish  products  represented  over  92  per  cent  of  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  for  1914.    There  was  a  large  gain  in  sardines  owing  to 
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the  large  catcli  and  to  the  fact  that  increased  quantities  of  small 
'  herring  and  blanding  were  packed  as  sardines. 

I    Imports  and  Exports  of  Stavanger. 

♦  The  following  table  gives  the  principal  imports  from  and  exports 

•  to  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  and  the  United  States  entered 
at  the  Stavanger  customhouse  during  1914 ; 


Articles. 


Great 
Britain, 


Germany. 


France. 


United 

States. 


IMPORTS. 


Coal  and  coke tons . 

ITertilizers pounds. 

Fruit,  regetables,  and  groceries do.. , 

Grain  and  flonr do... 

Lard  and  tallow do... 

Machinery value, 

Metals  and  manufactures  thereof pounds. 

Oils  (chiefly  olive) do . . . 

Spirits do . . . 

Textiles '. do... 

Tobacco  and  mamilactures  thereof do . . . 

Tools value. 

Sirups pounds . 

Feed ~ do... 


Dairy  products pounds 

Per  t  il  izers do . . 

Fish,  etc.,  canned "io. . 

do.. 


Feed. 

Hides  and  skins do. 

Machinery , — do. 

Metal,  scrap do . 

Poultry  and  game do . 

Seaw«ed  ashes do. 

Tar do 

St«el da. 

A\'ood  and  manufactures  of do . 

Wool  and  manufactures  of do. 


89,613 
4,279,489 
4,087,674 

54(j,  854 

276.703 

«15,,S84 

27,769,8.51 

327,655 

2S,?29 

702, 597 

225 

S5. 104 

551 

2,237,568 


<)61,241 

26"6i8,'iis' 


7,191 

3, 4S2, 348 

138,427 

.3, 150, 751 


7.622,378 

9,411,032 

7,368,040 

05, 735 

$73, 541 

10,378,756 

419,427 

2,943 

214.313 

106,277 

$20,882 

223,472 

110,231 


7,71<i 

33,290 

7,632.455 

3,680.«37 

32,  407 

no 

16,. '534 
771 


585, 822 


237.547 

$8,110 

20,967 

1, 493, 120 

2,074 

20,124 

99 

8.561 


90,724 


1,673, 100 


304,0.30 

18,208,828 

2,V.91,4y2 

829,267 

616,540 

422,297 

20 

006 

5,773 

SO,  436 

CO,  627 

139, 111 


141,238 

533, 510 

10, 485, 819 

2,037,352 

82,370 


2,382,328 
59, 763 
22,868 


523,134 

285, 564 

48,917 

13,867 


4.012 
132,497 


Reasons  Why  American  Exporters  Fail  to  Get  Larger  Sliare  of  Trade. 

Examination  of  the  import  figures  reveals  the  fact  that  the  prin- 
cipal imports  from  the  United  States  are  grain  and  flour  and  meat 
products,  while  Great  Britain  and  Germany  furnish  the  bulk  of  the 
imports  of  other  manufactured  articles.  There  are  three  principal 
reasons  for  the  failure  of  American  exporters  to  obtain  a  bigger  share 
in  the  imports  of  this  district,  aside  from  their  apparent  indifference 
to  this  market : 

(1)  Lack  of  proper  representation.  An  American  traveling  sales- 
man is  seldom  seen,  at  lea,st  in  this  part  of  Norwa}^,  and  American 
houses  do  little  toward  extending  their  export  trade  in  this  district 
besides  sending  out  circulars  and  catalogues  broadcast.  These,  com- 
piled in  a  tongue  foreign  to  most  importers  here,  and  in  many  cases 
containing  incomplete  information,  are  of  little  value.  New  business 
can  not  be  won  by  circulars  in  a  community  in  which  traveling  men 
of  competing  nations  are  frequent  visitors,  but  a  connection,  once 
gained,  can  in  many  cases  be  held  by  catalogue  quotation.  This  con- 
sulate has  been  the  recipient  of  many  catalogues  which  entirely  failed 
to  give  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable  an  importer  to  deter- 
mine exactly  what  the  goods  will  cost  him  delivered  on  board;  and 
that  is  the  information  he  wants,  for  he  knows  that  it  will  take  weeks 
of  correspondence,  back  and  forth,  to  ascertain  that  information 
unless  the  catalogue  or  letter  contains  it. 
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American  Exporters  Should  Cooperate. 

Of  course,  in  the  case  of  most  articles  the  Stavanger  field  is  hardly 
large  enough  to  AYarrant  an  American  exporter  sending  a  salesman 
to  cover  the  territory.  But  the  Norwegian  market  as  a  whole  does 
provide  a  sufficient  field  in  many  cases,  and  certainly  the  Norwegian 
market  is  large  enough  to  make  it  financially  worth  the  while  of 
American  export  manufacturers  to  syndicate  and  send  representa- 
tives to  Norway  to  sell  the  products  of  such  syndicated  exporters,  one 
representative  thus  selling  the  product  of  several  manufacturers. 
Should  such  a  proceeding  prove  impracticable,  the  next  best  method 
would  be  the  securing  of  local  representation.  There  are  a  number 
of  energetic  young  Norwegians  here  who  have  been  in  the  United 
States  who  speak  English  and  have  some  knowledge  of  American 
business  methods.  The  consulate  at  all  times  will  be  glad  to  put 
exporters  in  touch  with  such  local  agents. 

Terms  of  Credit — Steamship  Connections. 

(2)  The  refusal  of  American  exporters  to  meet  foreign  competition 
in  the  granting  of  reasonable  credit  terms.  It  is  only  natural  that 
importers  should  purchase  from  firms  that  w411  meet  their  desires  in 
this  respect,  and  British  and  German  firms  do  meet  them.  During 
the  war,  it  is  true,  goods  are  sold  for  cash  against  documents  in  many 
cases,  but  that  is  a  temporary  condition  due  to  necessities.  An  Amer- 
ican exporter  should  experience  little  more  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
the  financial  standing  of  a  Norwegian  firm  than  he  does  in  ascertain- 
ing that  of  an  American. 

(3)  The  proximity  of  this  district  to  German  and  British  sources 
of  supply.  This  is  an  obvious  condition  and  one  that  gives  German 
and  British  manufacturers  an  advantage.  The  present  direct  steam- 
ship connections  between  the  United  States  and  Norway,  however, 
enable  American  exporters  to  overcome  this  obstacle  very  readily, 
and  that  the  cost  of  sending  salesmen  to  Norway  is  no  more  than  the 
cost  of  sending  them  to  the  Southwest  or  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
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